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38th All Ovrissa Sri Aurobindo
Study Circle Conference

Sweet Mother,
Pranams at ‘Thy Lotus Feet.

Offering to Thee “The 38th All Orissa Sri Aurobindo Study Circle Conference” to be
held at Matrubhaban from 4th to 7th April 2008. May it be used by Thee for Thy Work.
according to Thy sole Will and Directive.

This year we greatfully remember our Babaji Moharaj RamaKrishna Das in his birth
centenary. By his aspiration and relentless prayer Orissa could open to Sri Aurobindo and

be showered by Thy Wonderful Grace and Love.
Praying for Thy Guidance, Blessings, Grace and Presence during the proceedings.

With all our love and gratitude,

Thy Children

Members of All Orissa
Sri Aurobindo Study Circle Committee
Matrubhaban, Cuttack
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Department of Physical Education
SHi AURDBINDD ASHRAM

PONDICHERRY - 605 002, INDIA

Tetagram: Bated 1-3-2008
SR ALROBINDO - PORDICHERRY

I am glad to hear that you are going to celebrate the 38th All Orissa
Sri Aurobindo Study Circle Conference at Matrubhaban, Cuttack from 4th
to 7th April 2008.

Sending Mother's Ashirvadi, along with my very best wishes.

By Mother’s Grace and Ashirvadi may the Celebrations be a
harmonious success.

Yours affly
Drdb
-

“Dada”
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SRI AUROBINDO ASHRAM
PONDICHERRY

Date :15.03.08

Be bold.
Be bold.
Be bold.

Pl

Amal Kiran

15.03.08
7:50 pm
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SRI AUROBINDO ASHRAM

COPYRIGHT DEPARTMENT
Si Manoj Das Qupta
Managing Trustee
Telegrams PONDICHERRY - 605002
AUROBINDO-PONDICHERRY India

February 14, 2008

On the occasion of the 38" “All Orissa Sri Aurobindo Study Circle
Conference” to be held at Matrubhaban, Cuttack, we invoke Sri Aurobindo’s
and the Mother’s Blessings.

Regarding the Souvenir that is to be published for the occasion, you may
include in it some extracts from Sri Aurobindo’s and the Mother’s writings.
Proper reference notes should be given and due acknowledgement made to the
Sri Aurobindo Ashram Trust for the above permission. A copy of the Souvenir
may kindly be sent to us for our records.

We note, this being the birth centenary year of Babaji Maharaj, the first
volume of his collection of writings will be released at the conference.

With kind regards,

Manoj Das Gupta
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Lord, deliver us from all care for contingencies, deliver us from the

ordinary outlook on things. Grant that we may henceforth see only

with Thy eyes and act only by Thy will. Transform us into living

torches of Thy divine love.
(14th Feb '1914)

— The Mother
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Basic Philosophy of Life

(As given by The Mother and Sri Aurobindo)

Sri Pranab Kumar Bhattacharya

O Man’s aim is to move towards an integral perfection. Life is the field of action given
to us for developing that integral perfection. And the path is the total surrender of
our life and action.

O  Sri Aurobindo’s sadhana does not exclude the world. It is the integral transformation
of the world by bringing down from the heights the Divine Consciousness.

O  This is not possible solely by human endeavour. The human aspiration from below
and the response from above: it is only in the union of these two that this work can
be done.

O  Man with his mind can determine his conduct in the practical, material life but then
the very imperfection of man’s earthly life can completely unsettle everything. No
political ideology, no religious discipline, no philosophical system, no intellectual
understanding, no ethical solution or scientific discovery can bring about the perfection
until man transforms his own nature. And once man’s nature is transformed then
every activity can be utilised for the work of integral perfection.

But then the question arises: Should man just twiddle his thumbs until the
transformation of his nature takes place? Not at all. He has first to be convinced of this
truth in his mind and life. And then keeping this truth in full view he should develop
himself in all the parts of his being, keep the flame of aspiration constantly burning
within him and rely entirely on the Divine Grace.

Man should determine his work according to his nature, capacity and inclination
since it is work that helps us in manifesting our inner truth outside. Then it is important to
try and turn oneself through one’s work and one’s work through oneself into something
as beautiful as possible.

There is no high and low in work. It is not work that makes man great or small. It
is man who makes his work great or small. One can advance towards perfection through
any work as long as that work is done with inner sincerity.

At the very outset there is not much that needs to be changed in life from the
outside. First one has to change one’s attitude in life and then that takes care of the rest.

One has to discover one’s inner Truth and then allow it as fully as possible to
direct one’s whole life.

It is not an easy path. At every step there is risk and danger. At every step one’s

inner sincerity is put to the test. But there is no other way.
18.10.1999
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Sri Ramakrishna Das

Prof. Chhotenarayan Sharma

Sri Ramakrishna Das, popularly known as Babaji or
Babaji Maharaj was born in a rural part of Orissa in a
village called Rairpur in the year 1908. It was almost
a century ago and symptoms of the modern age, though
begun, had not cast its influence on the simple
atmosphere of the village life where the life of birds
and beasts and men mingled with each other and was
flowing in a single harmony. The villagers were simple
and ignorant by modern standards but they had an
abiding wisdom drawn from the rich store house of
ancient India. The village had a temple (of Shiva) where
the elderly, often followed by some children, went to
worship. The presence of the Deity in the temple was
like a guardian over the village atmosphere which saved
them from harm and helped them against natural
calamities as they believed about it.

As a child Babaji used to follow his guardian to the
temple. He was very much attached to his mother.
And it was through his parents that he was initiated
into love for solitude and the sense of an invisible
‘Presence’ of which the temple meant a veritable
enshrinement. Babaji was especially sensitive as a child,
he was curious to know so many things, eager to
experiment things himself and try them out in others.
He once told me that he knew the Mantra that could
cure snake bite cases. Cases came to him for treatment
which it is not enjoined upon one to refuse. He
renounced this practice when he felt spiritually inclined
to take sadhana seriously.

In his childhood Ramakrishna was quick, agile and
intelligent. He had sweet and loving ways and he was
therefore loved and fondled by his neighbours also. In
those days organized schooling with trained teachers
could not be commonly provided in the village settings,
thus the child Ramakrishna had the unalloyed but limited
training which confined his interest to cultivate his own
inner and outer life. As we have observed his family
was not affluent and he wanted to augment his family’s
income, he sought for a job and got it in the land
survey department as a munsarim. He was posted at

Ranchi which then was a part of the province which
combined both Bihar and Orissa.

Now as Ramakrishna was an earning member of
his family and his elders had great hopes from him,
they thought of his wedding for which he had shown
his unwillingness and they found that the proper time
was slipping out of their hand. Ramakrishna’s
unwillingness increased their suspicion and they started
the effort with added vigour. The other reason was that
he was now crossing the 20th year and it was considered
too ripe an age for marriage. But Ramakrishna was
seeking a door of escape. As he grew in years his
restlessness increased on two counts. He was losing
days when he could apply his best energy in the pursuit
of the most consuming ideal of his life. Also his family
obligation was tightening its grip on him. He thought
of the escape by vanishing, leaving no trace of his
whereabouts.

He went to Ayodhya a famous centre of Vaishnava
Sadhana committed to Rama an incarnation of the
Divine Vishnu. In Ayodhya there were three outstanding
figures who were supposed to have realization and who
could guide the aspirants, provide them shelter and
help them as guide in difficult moments of Sadhana.
One of these three was Mauni Baba. Mauni Baba lived
on the bank of Saraju and depended upon Divine help
only. That is to say that Mauni Baba did not ask for
donations and did not stretch his hand for begging for
food or other necessities before any one. It served the
initiates in disciplining their spiritual life. Every thing
belonged to the Divine and devotees were moved to
donate whatever they were impelled to offer. This is
the practice almost in all spiritual disciplines in India
and in the world. But there are disciplines that consider
the whole creation as a manifestation of the Supreme,
including life and mind and the creative faculty of man
and hence man is to offer all his work and its fruit to
the Divine and enjoy it. This is karma yoga and in its
most developed forms, it leads to the mature fulfillment
of Karma yoga that ultimately leads to Transformation.
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Also it is only now that the form has come to be
known to man by Sri Aurobindo’s Yoga which, in a
sense, has revolutionized the whole view of man’s life
and set it in harmony with the universal making man
aspire for a high change unknown to the ideals pursued
till now. That makes realization not only inwardly
possible but possible in all activities of life ultimately
leading to the very transformation of life. But for that
man’s lone initiative is not sufficient. For that the very
nature will have to undergo a sea of change.

In this sense transformation as an ideal has acquired
a new meaning. For up till now the aspirants underwent
a change. But it was a change in the outward views of
life. At the most they changed their custom and
practiced virtues that were considered saintly.
Transformation that aims at changing the whole of life
rebuilding its very basic fabric based upon a new
consciousness to which the whole nature of man is
vaguely searching and to which, attainment can only
be possible by Divine intervention. It requires a change
of not only a life pattern known to man in his usual
state, but as a transformed being of future pattern.

The whole of life has to be changed. It has to be built
on a different foundation- not on the basis of ignorance
and incapacity in which, we are helpless to know our
physical frame and control its functioning. We are as
if tools in the hands of forces totally beyond our control
for they are totally beyond our comprehending
knowledge, dark and beyond the line of our surface
view of life and the forces that govern our life and its
impulsions. This is the view with which we are universally
familiar. Of course, there have been pioneers who look
beyond. They have been born from age to age and
have inspired people in different parts of the globe.
They have formulated ideals and made paths to follow
those ideals. There are the different religions that have
inspired humanity to look within the familiar parameters
of life.

We are at present in an age when an evolutionary
view of life has come to take hold and is accepted. If
Darwin spoke about the evolution of forms, there are
other thinkers and visionaries who are speaking about
the inner evolution as necessary precondition to the
evolution of form. In an ultimate view it is God who
has created the world; He is doing nothing but simply
trying to fulfill himself in the manifest world.
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And among those who have spoken with decisive
clarity on the subject is Sri Aurobindo. He has not
only philosophically advanced it but shown a practical
way of achieving it; He has organized a world centre
at Pondicherry where all facilities of life are provided to
the participants. In this endeavour he has been
materially helped by Mira Alfassa of France.
Sri Aurobindo, who spoke of the transformation of
life lifting it to the level of truth and light. It is in his
name that the centre is called Sri Aurobindo Ashram.

Sri Aurobindo along with the Mother have chartered
a programme of practical life in which the aspirant
carefully observed not only his outward behaviour but
also his inner condition of life, its changing mood,
marking his inner attitude which is not to be tainted by
personal reaction of anger and hatred, or attachment
of any sort, but kept impersonally limpid or non-
attached. It is the higher discipline which changes life
integrally and ultimately imparts a divine blow to human
nature and lifts it from the mire of lower life in ignorance
and suffering.

Babaji or Ramakrishna Dasji up till now was in the
Sadhana that could promise him a result in the old
realisation but no transformation. Moreover, the
programme Sri Aurobindo had brought to humanity
was now not so known and only those who were
intellectually advanced had got some scent of it.
Sri Aurobindo was developing what he termed as
Integral Yoga thoroughly in his private capacity. For
it was so that he could perfect the system for others
in the world outside. Babaji was steeped in a sadhana
which had not much opening outside. Yet his inner
being was very much awake and he wanted to explore
the possibility of the highest realisation. Also it is a
well known truth of the spiritual life that for a sincere
sadhak the Divine himself is the guide and provides
him with all possible help.

It was at this moment that one of the Tripathy
brothers from Prayag Raj, also known as Allahabad,
handed writings about Sri Aurobindo’s Yoga. Babaji in
his own inner consciousness felt the glow of a new
truth opening before him, he felt powerfully attracted
and since then his effort began to contact this source
of this vision.

It can be noted at this point that Babaiji’s application
to sadhana even in Ayodhya had attracted many people
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to him and one such attracted and deeply attached to
him was Rani Bhuvaneswary Kunyar of Tikari Bihar.
She was quite rich and had much property at Ayodhya.
She looked upon Babaji with great reverence. She had
taken a resolve to settle Babaji in his own status by
offering him an independent temple where he could
organize his own group of sadhaks and make it an
independent and prestigious sadhanalaya. It is obvious
that the Rani thought in her own way the way of
general devotees. But it could not tie down a free bird
like Babaji who wanted to open his wings into the
limitless vastness of the sky.

The new horizons that Sri Aurobindo’s writings
had opened to Babaji was too strong to be laid aside.
His aspiration grew and his prayer to the Mother of Sri
Aurobindo Ashram for permission to visit the Ashram
for Darshan intensified. As the situation matured he
was able to discern inwardly that the time had come
for him to go. Rani Bhuvaneswari was there to help
him and launched on the journey of his Tapasya- the
tapasya his soul had intended and aspired to take up.

The life at Ashram in Pondicherry was much
different from the life Babaji was called upon to lead in
Ayodhya. It was because the very objectives at two
places were different. Sri Aurobindo Ashram
represented a revolutionary attitude to the general
approach of the spiritual aspirants. Succinctly speaking
Sri Aurobindo had added to it the evolutionary aspect
which up till now had been considered only in the
context of the general life on the earth. And the
approach Sri Aurobindo made to the life of the spirit
was not just scientific or speculative like a philosopher
but it was based upon sincere consciousness directed
towards the problem of exploring the very roots of life,
the very origin of life and its possible growth and
direction. It was the seeking in the manner of a scientist
whose ways he had imbibed with his western education
and in India he found a rich cultural history of the souls
who had dedicated their energies, forsaking all the usual
cravings and enjoyment of life.

Sri Aurobindo whom Romain Rolland called a
complete synthesis of life in the East and West had
brought with him a seeking of the true truth of life in
a manner that will satisfy the most curious and logical
of mankind.

And Sri Aurobindo had this magnitude of vision
and approach to spiritual life. The traditionalist found
it difficult to comprehend or much less to switch on to
this. Moreover Sri Aurobindo himself had said that his
Yoga was Integral that means all inclusive. No tendency
in life, no part of human nature was left behind
untouched or unclaimed. And life had to be offered
integrally before the Divine consciousness for its
purification from egoistic elements or too selfish
demands so that life in the world devoid of all mixtures
may shine in its Divine purity. For this is the goal of
the evolutionary trend. The creation is itself a journey
towards Divine perfection from its confused, imperfect
image of its present visage.

For Babaji it was a new discovery that gave him a
new thrill. And as he made a sincere appeal to the
source, to the Ashram with the Mother and
Sri Aurobindo for being called the necessary preparation
went inside him and it did not take long for the response
to be communicated to him. Inwardly he was given the
indication and he prepared for his journey to
Pondicherry.

As we have already seen that the Rani of Tikari
Gaya district in Bihar regarded him highly for his
spiritual attitude and attainments, she readily made
arrangements for his long journey and he reached
Pondicherry, Sri Aurobindo Ashram on 2nd February
in 1945.

Ramakrishna Das’s sadhana at Pondicherry takes
now a different orientation. It is no longer just a
deepening inwardness and realizing the Divine within
but ceaseless focusing of the light and vigilance to our
outward consciousness and behaviour. This is what we
had only learned to save ourselves from too blatant a
criticism. But as an unavoidable part of spiritual
discipline, it had never been in serious practice. Apart
from this part of the inevitable discipline, the Mantra
for the inner journey he had so far practiced was for
him like a formidable barrier. He was praying ardently
to the Mother for help. And the help came to him.
The formidable obstacle that he felt till now, melted
away and he felt greatly relieved.

But it was just the beginning. The sadhana he found
before him was like an unimaginably vast topography
with no issue in sight. But the sustaining help of the
Mother was always there to support.
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The discipline Babaji had acquired in his Sadhana
at Ayodhya had prepared him for necessary endurance
and peace, but it was not sufficient for the new
adventure. The Integral Yoga includes even the body
which in the Yoga is to be endured only as long as it
lasts without any programme for changing it or
transformation. It simply means that body has to be
endured or tolerated without special attention paid to
it. Old age, disease or death are to be seen as unwanted
inevitable guests which are like necessary arrangement
of Nature to facilitate our change of the body like the
changing of the old garment for the new one. And this
change goes on till a person acquires a spiritual status
to attain liberation called Mukti or Nirvana. It was for
the first time that Sri Aurobindo speaks of the
evolutionary march of nature towards spiritual
transformation. This is what the Divine Creator
intended by casting himself into the world. The Vedas
call this Self-sacrifice of the Purusha.

It is Purusha, the Supreme who by his self sacrifice
called in the veda as Purusha-yagnya that transformed
himself into matter and became the foundation, the
basis of all creation. In fact Purusha the Supreme who
is the Truth Consciousness and Bliss sacrificed himself
into his own opposite and became the very inconscient-
opposite of what in his true status he himself is.

Sri Aurobindo as an avatar, incarnating the Supreme
descended into the very depth of the inconscient, which
is like an absolute night and storehouse of all the
contrary elements like a thick and impenetrable shadow
of the Supreme. It is like an endless depth of the
contrary features, dark and inconscient opposite to all
positive features. Sri Aurobindo’s Yoga meant wooing
the heart of this dark shadow and making it consent to
change. As such it was an impossible endeavour for
whatever goodwill and sincerity man could command
in his efforts. A supreme intervention was needed.
Mental consciousness which is the highest manifest
now in the earthly life with its repeated attempt has
brought its evolutionary march to almost the end of its
possible capacity. A new manifestation was needed
which brought a higher consciousness and force, light
and power. Sri Aurobindo called it the Supramental
Consciousness.

And it was in the very nature of the evolutionary
march of earthly life that it should be so. Sri Aurobindo,
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in a sense, reviews the earthly life and presents a
cogent picture of it relating the whole of creation to a
meaningful organised picture as a willed movement of
The Supreme. It is an unfolding process and the earthly
life is at present passing through a period which is in
his words ‘The Hour of God'. It is a period marked by
upheavals of unprecedented nature. It is also a period
of difficult but willed choice and movement. The help
of the Supreme is there, but man embodying the
highest consciousness in earthly life has to make a
choice and effort in the right direction.

This is almost the superficial summary view, the
sadhaks of Sri Aurobindo’s yoga are called upon to
do. Babaji had not only opened for it, but threw himself
heart and soul to its realisation. It was indeed a
Herculean resolve that he had taken from an old
customary sadhana to an adventure which even the
most advanced in life were questioning. But did not
have much organized schooling but he partook of the
native intuition of very ancient India and he plunged
himself in to the very heart of its secret. And in this
effort, he also knew that he was partaking into an
endeavour that advanced towards a collective fulfillment.
And it also meant sharing the collective difficulty.

It was after Sri Aurobindo’s withdrawal and more
after Supramental Descent in 1956 that the ideal
proclaimed by Sri Aurobindo and The Mother was
sought to be taken beyond and proclaimed to the
outside world. Babaji by his inner growth and training
was naturally inclined and inspired and spoke to those
whom he found curious and open. In the Ashram he
was working hard to cultivate his body and open his
physical towards the new consciousness. The mood of
the Ashram was also showing change as increasing
number of aspirants could get admission now. The
number of Oriva sadhaks was not much in the Ashram
and Babaji who was eager to get Sri Aurobindo’s and
Mother’s book translated had to take the help of C.C.
Dutta (Sri Charu Chandra Dutta) a Bengali- a retired
I.C.S. officer now settled at the Ashram. It was a difficulty
from which he could be saved only when proper persons
became available for the purpose. Babaji's sincere
aspiration and prayer was bountifully answered by the
Divine and the heart of Orissa opened to the Ashram.
A number of Oriyas came and a separate office for
Orissa called the Navajyoti office was opened.
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It was in the early sixties that Babaji appeared to
be deeply anxious for the spread of the new ideal. For
Orissa he was highly solicitous. While still doing sadhana
in Ayodhya Babaji was known to many devotees in the
Hindi belt of India. But the response from there was
poor. We find a curious rhythm in the steps, the
developing consciousness has taken. The Vedic Age
seems to have been in the northern part of India. The
age of the two Avatars Sri Ram and Sri Krishna is
towards the middle, of the Buddha still eastward and
Sri Aurobindo still further. Beyond the Bindhyas
Mountains great commentators saints and sages were
born. It is only now Sri Aurobindo has combined both
the functions and he represents a global action. It is
not only combining North or South of India but
combining the East and West of the Globe- in fact the
whole world.

Sri Aurobindo represents a rounded movement.
Babaji wanted that his own people know this message
and follow it. It was such a vision that seems to have
inspired him that he prepared to go to Orissa. It was
[ think in the year (1969?) that he took a detailed
travelling in Orissa. He was accompanied by Shree
Ram Nath Panda of Jeypore and myself. In his journey
he met and discussed with many people and it was
indeed a sight to see that some of the conventional
people were so easily moved by his arguments. To me
it was a great experience! In our journey we were
mostly kept at the same place. [ could then see Babaiji
sitting for quite long in the night. Even mosquitoes did
not seem to disturb him so much as they did disturb us.
[ told Ram Nath Babu that Babaji not only knew more
about God but about tiny things like mosquitoes also.
It was then uttered just in joke, but now [ think over the
truth of the old saying which reminds us of the wisdom
that proclaims of a supreme truth knowing which all is
known. ..... we moved from place to place and it took
us more than fifty days to cover almost the whole of
Orissa. On the way Babaji was igniting a fire. For it
was due to the response from Orissa, a number of
people came attracted to the Ashram and it appears
that the heart of Orissa opened itself to the Ashram.
The Oriyas are simple unspoiled by too much intimacy
to and enamoured by the flood gates of western culture.
They still cherish the old wisdom of which Babaji was
a living symbol.

Babaji had a sincere collaborator in the form of
Professor Prapatti who did the ploughing of the field if
Babaji can be thought to have sown the seeds.

Subsequently Babaji went to Orissa but rarely. He
stayed in the Ashram rendering physical work as
sadhana of the most material aspect of life, but by
doing so preparing a solid foundation for its copious
flowering.

In the Ashram Babaiji lived like a sadhu or saint. It
was the result of his previous initiation at Ayodhya. But
he was not bound by its form and he could modify or
change his ways if he found them a hindrance in any
way.

We have seen while living in Ayodhya Babaji had
many admirers. Some wanted him to initiate them. But
there was only one whom he had initiated! He had
come to the Ashram and was here for about a month.
Thus we see that some of his old associates came to
the Ashram and I think some of them wanted to take
him back to his old order but they went back defeated
or changed.

For the people of North India an elderly sadhak of
the Hindi belt was given the responsibility of mediating
their correspondence to the Mother. Babaji had taken
to this intermediary authority with due reverence and
that attitude of reverence he kept throughout. Thus
Babaji appears like a bridge between the old and the
new. He loved the old, was opened to the new, and
was on a sincere journey to realize the Truth which
wears all forms and is ever new. He had acquired an
intuitive sight which revealed to him the things that lie
hidden for us. To exemplify it can be said : Once there
was a person who unreasonably was proving himself
troublesome to X. The Divine Mother had withdrawn
from the body and X went to the Managing Trustee.
But the man would not listen. X approached Babaji.
He wanted to see him. X arranged a meeting with this
man. Babaji later on told X that he will not leave and
that he will have to be forced. He suggested a law suit
which miraculously worked and the man had to leave.

There have been many example of showing some
powers that are unseen for commoners.

In fact Sadhana is a matter of consciousness and
it can hardly be judged by the external features or
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behaviour of a sadhak. Even great yogis are seen
sometimes behaving in a way that appears queer. There
are forms in which behaving queerly has been elevated
as the marked sign of an elevated status. But one thing
is certain. Even great saints and sages who have scaled
great heights of consciousness are sometimes found
wanting in controlling the little reactions, little irritations
of life. The Integral Yoga or the Yoga of Sri Aurobindo
would lay a premium on perfection extended to the
surface movements and the most ordinary behaviour in
our life. Babaji could be said to be utterly conscious of
it. And one should not forget that it is one of the most
difficult areas of endeavour.

As we consider Babaji as a simple unostentatious
sadhak, his figure emerges before us as a symbol. His
namesake reminds us of the Paramhansa of
Dakshineswar, Sri Ramakrishna. He emerged on the
horizon as the glow of dawn after the dark night and
sent the message of awakening to a sleeping India,
Babaji opened the floodgates of the golden lights of
Sri Aurobindo’s message of Truth and opened the
Golden Temple Door to Mother’s worship. In his early
days in sadhana at Ayodhya he had practiced Namajapa.
And that continued to be his most reliable plank. It was
the solid foundation on which he raised the edifice of
his own sadhana. To those who sought his advice he
asked them to do Namajapa of the Mother. His advice
carried conviction and therefore became a living Mantra
for those who took it with seriousness.

Instances are not wanting of some of the Europeans
flocking around Babaji for inspiration or advice in
difficulty. Some of such foreign sadhaks or sadhikas
found in the atmosphere around him a compassionate
guidance or help and they attached themselves to him
with loving care.

Babaji was like an inexhaustible source of creative
energy. He was born in Orissa in a family of modest
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means and therefore grew up in an atmosphere
undefiled by the disturbing features of modern life. He
followed a sadhana for which a solid foundation was
laid in his childhood. In his advanced period in
Sri Aurobindo Ashram he applied himself passionately
to inspire and help others. His own people responded
to it and Pathachakras and Integral Schools started
being opened in numbers. The response has touched
almost all sections of the Oriya community and their
overwhelming response is soon likely to inspire others
in this direction.

In the context of sadhana The Mother is reported
to have said that India is the foremost country to begin
this spiritual evolution. Even a peasant in India in his
heart is nearer to the Divine than a scholar outside.
The kind of response one finds in Orissa, to an extent,
demonstrates this belief. The life of Babaji is a
demonstration of this belief. The yoga of Sri Aurobindo’s
vision is not the yoga of Mukti or release from the
painful life in the world. Fulfillment can only be achieved
through transforming life in all its elements and make
life itself flooded with Light and Consciousness. This is
an arduous tapasya. The sadhak is required to be careful
in his minutest movements. In our ordinary natural
condition we are only aware of our surface movements.
But a greater part of it is below, of which we are quite
unconscious. To take the Light and Consciousness there
is a Herculean task. We have to be careful about our
sleep and dreams. And this requires a vigil which can
only be attained by aspiration and invoking Grace. Of
course the guidance of the Guru is there to help us but
to deserve and make use of this guidance depends
upon the sincere endeavour of the individual.

To this imperial Truth of life Babaji has
awakened numberless individuals. In his own state he
has worked as an accredited messenger of the Time-
spirit that has brought about a revolution. And it sets
an inspiring example for others.
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Babaji

Battida

When requested to write a short “story” on late “Babaji”
- I hesitated, for I did not know much about him, but
[ went ahead and put pen to paper. I hope the effort
is worth the reader’s going through. I would also that
his many admirers bear with me for lack of substance
and/or any small errors.

Back in the early 40’s (last century) we in the
Ashram knew him simply as “Babaji”. To us he was
just one of us. The Ashram was young, Babaji was
young and we younger- so age was no bar. (By “WE”
[ mean those of the age group 9-15. The older ones
surely had different views and make-up)

Babaji, when I first saw him was a young man. He
seemed strong and healthy physically. He worked in
the Dining Room. [ think it was in the washing Dept.
He never seemed to age till the last 4-5 years of his
life (This is a retrospective observation). He was ram-
rod straight, of a compact built and average height.
Well groomed hair hung in black shoulder-length curls
and a neat short, black beared enframed a face notable
by calm dark eyes and lips that held a faint smile and
a silence. [ have hardly, even looking back, ever seen
him show anger or raise his voice. His dress was the
simplest, short white dhoti (knee length) worn South
Indian style and sleeved banyan. I think “Khadams”
(wooden sandals) were favoured over leather chappals.
We heard he was a sadhu and because of his beard
and long hair we believed more easily what we heard.
But, that was all- it did not matter much to us youngsters
whatever else he was. He on his part echoed our
approach and feeling. Took us in his stride (very similar
to Sitaram, his friend and co-worker who may have
been his boss too. It was Babaji who having a soft
corner for Sitaram, “kept his dish.” ie saved his food,
when he, Sitaram, was delayed returning from the
Mother’s general Blessings). This was the scenario
before 1958- approximately.

Then came a New Age. I can’t say why? How? -
it is just ..on us. More and more joined the Ashram-
came to the Mother- saint, sinner, commoner, aristocrat
the wise & the ignorant. Amongst them was one Mr.
K.C. Pati. He was a professor of some repute in
Orissa, later renamed Prapatti by The Mother. (He
was quite close to me and my sister Bhavatarini-jolly

good sport as far as my reckoning goes). The two,
Babaji and Prapatti, met and “clicked” - a synchronicity
- and as if a hovering rain-bearing cloud was seeded, it
rained in Orissa. Babaji and Prapatti criss crossed Orissa
with the proverbial “missionary zeal”. Their mission
was to bring The Mother & Sri Aurobindo to Orissa.
Later Babaji was able to declare (this is from hear-say)
“Now each home in each village in Orissa, has a photo
of The Mother and Sri Aurobindo”!!

[ had an opportunity to see some of their (Babaji
& Prapatti) works. They far outran my thinking. They
have laid the foundation, be stirred the people’s mind,
raised their sights. It is for them now to keep going. It
is difficult -no one promised an easy path nor a soft
goal. It is uphill all the way. But... look over your
shoulder. There are two sets of foot prints- yours and
Hers. When per chance there is only one set, do not
despair- It is not your set of prints. (Ref. Old story)

epilogue : When we took Babaji as a friend, we did
not think of him as a sadhu or even an elder. He too
teased and even chased (literally) in play some of the
very small ones. We were (half a dozen or ten of us)
the last batch of eaters in DR at night. We reached
there late after the Mother’s Distribution in the Play
Ground. Babaji was around finishing the last bit of his
work. It was then that we “clashed”. He referred to us
as “Kishkindar Praja” (People of Kishkinda = monkeys).
We, not to be outdone called him “Kishkindar Raja”.

Babaji’s simple dress changed to a smart khaki
shorts and sleevless banian when he joined the group-
Phys.Education. He did some exercises in our Body
Building Gym! He used to remark to Parul(di) who
used to exercise regularly at the same time: “Tumi 100
bochor banchbe’! (you will live to be a 100)

Those were what we normally think of as “the
good old Days.” (Each one has his/her own) years
passed - they always do. Times changed - we grew
older as did Babaji. Our ways parted- but crossed every
so often. Babaji is spoken of in awed tones as Babaji
Maharaj. Naturally Kishkindha is not mentioned though
[ suspect given a chance the same “Praja” and “Raja”
would for a time emerge. Ramayan continues - Ram
is ever present so too his “SENA” - Tail-less - Oh! how
[ wish for the TAIL.

O % o%
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To gossip about what somebody is doing or not doing is wronyg.

To listen to such gossip is wrony.

To verify if such gossip is true is wrony.

To retaliate in words against a false gossip is wrony.

The whole affair is very bad way of wasting one’s time and lowering one’s

CONSCiousness.

— The Mother

——o.........oo—
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Do not think of yourselves, but only of the Divine.
(17/394) — The Mother
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There is a great strength in the power to Keep silent.

“The Mother
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A deathbound littleness is not all we are:
Immortal our forgotten vastnesses
Await discovery in our summit selves;
unmeasures breadths and depths of being are ours.
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29.5.87 : Planning to visit Matrugram shall be after
Animesh comes here. He is expected to be here on
7th.
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QR QIae G0Q @€IKN : We do the work, a
loving donkey work. This is our joy of life— a silent
loving service to the Divine. | am posting to Animesh
that 1 am sending with Prakash.
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6.6.87 : Animesh is likely to be here tomorrow and
we shall talk with him freely.
8.6.87 QUaIe Qlaw G0Q @€ — Animesh comes
and we shall talk with him. \¢)Q @€lI<g, AB604 QRS
ARIFER QIR AR 9@ 71294 AEee QY @8I ARI6H

LY, ! LSS LSS LSS LSS LS LSS LSS LSS S S 7 gaaql 900l (s



T QIRIF aflque ¢ AUNPY QAT XY SeQATRT o

QI2e6R | RIQSI 92| ARICE AFETE AR @ 6T AAYD
< dem | g, QTR QIR AFEAE Qe A6 ZIGIRg
Jo1dl @8 @2em |
25.8.87 Qi92 @aw ©0Q @€IANM — Dear Prakash,
Manindra will be with you on the 3rd sept. Animesh
will arrange.
7.10.87 Qi91e Qiaw §0Q @6Idr — We have a large
family. ‘P’ is a part of our life. So, Animesh Samantray.
4.11.87 Q99 Qaw 09 @6Ia — Hope Animesh
comes this time. 2268 J60YR 94QQ 2H6AE QIR
adeoql Al ARIEH QAR QAUR ILASA |

e ¢ro Adel AIF QI 99 GIRH6R 1RIad0 2lige
94 AIRYING 928 @adem | € ¢ ¢ Adel AIg 99 CIRdeR
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R2UER |

QIOR QIR BGEl AR AALER UREAE QUR QIR
QR @226m, Mother has come— Orissa shall be
rich.
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20.4.91 Qi919 @Iaw 509 @61 — We go on the path
of hopes and Grace. Can not as Animesh said —
Mother has come- Orissa shall be rich.

| have written to ‘x’ and Matrubhaban
Animesh about wheat.
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Mother’s Lion’s Lion- Animesh

Shyama Kanungo

Animesh has left his body. Unbelievable. It was almost
irritating to know that there was many a slip in saving
the day for this specially protected specially, loved
individual who had still much to do for The Mother’s
Sacred Mission. How could it happen? Finally it is the
decision between the soul and its Maker.

Mother’s children of Orissa cannot forget this
unforgettable child of the Mother. Remembering
Champaklal’s written statement- ‘Children born in this
family are special’ —the family he meant was of course-
Uchhab Mausa’s extended family. Surely the most
special of them was Animesh. The dynamic service he
rendered to Uchhab Mausa’s involvement in facilitating
so many rare and significant works in Orissa is
unparalleled. It was not just the financial support of
his father he geared- it was a close loving supervision
of the details that was astounding. Each time the sacred
Relics of the Lord came to Orissa behind the scene he
was always there to straighten out challenges. He was
straightforward and almost rough towards any shilly
shallying in the Divine’s work. At the same time his

cheerfulness and jovial countenance endeared him to
all.

To bring The Lord’s Sacred Relics he had
played a significant role and gave his might but there

o
*

was one momentous work where we can point to his
special and sole role- that is to bring Champaklal to
Orissa. The logistics and deepest personal interaction
of Animesh with Mother’s Lion Champaklal we do not
know- we cannot fathom. However Orissa can never
be grateful enough for Champaklal’s visit over 10 years
from 1978 to 1988. In Madhusudan Reddy’s words-
“You people of Orissa you were going to Pondicherry
to see the Mother? Now the Mother Herself has come
to see you in Champaklal’. This unassuming child of
The Mother- one of those ishwarkoti personalities who
come with the Divine to take care of Him- such a one
was Champaklal- He gave his all to the Masters who
in turn gave Themselves to him. At moments many in
this hallowed land of Orissa have concretely felt
MotherSriAurobindo’s Presence in the forefront with a
silent melting out of the personality of Champaklal.
Tugging by the hand of this Great personality and
bringing him to Orissa was none other than Animesh.
On his shoulders the Mother’s Lion came riding- On
his shoulders the Lord and the Mother came. Animesh’s
role will ever remain etched in the Wonderful New
Spiritual history of Orissa. As we can never forget Babaiji
and Prapatti we can never forget too the Mother’s
Lion’s lion - Animesh.
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A wvast surrender was his only strength.

Savitri

— Sri Aurobindo
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Souvenir are with due permission from the Managing Trustee, Sri Aurobindo Ashram, Pondicherry.
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